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For nine weeks now, Israeli authorities have blocked all supplies from entering Gaza, no matter how vital to people’s survival. Bakeries
have shut. Community kitchens have closed. Warehouses stand empty. Children have gone hungry.

Israeli officials have sought to shut down the existing aid distribution system run by the United Nations and its humanitarian partners
and have us agree to deliver supplies through Israeli hubs under conditions set by the Israeli military, once the government agrees to re-
open crossings.

The design of the plan presented to us will mean large parts of Gaza, including the less mobile and most vulnerable people, will
continue to go without supplies. It contravenes fundamental humanitarian principles and appears designed to reinforce control over life-
sustaining items as a pressure tactic — as part of a military strategy. It is dangerous, driving civilians into militarized zones to collect
rations, threatening lives, including those of humanitarian workers, while further entrenching forced displacement.

The UN Secretary-General and the Emergency Relief Coordinator have made clear that we will not participate in any scheme that does
not adhere to the global humanitarian principles of humanity, impartiality, independence and neutrality. In the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, the heads of all UN entities and non-governmental organizations under the Humanitarian Country Team have unanimously
affirmed this position. Humanitarian action responds to people’s needs, wherever they are.

Our teams remain in Gaza, ready to again scale up the delivery of critical supplies and services: food, water, health, nutrition, protection
and more. We have significant stocks ready to enter as soon as the blockade is lifted.

We urge world leaders to use their influence to make that happen. The time is now.

Ends

* The Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) is a strategic decision-making forum led by the Humanitarian Coordinator for the Occupied Palestinian Territory. It brings together heads of

UN entities and NGOs - both international and Palestinian — all working on humanitarian affairs in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip under internationally agreed humanitarian

principles.
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